
8th Grade Summer Reading 

 
NONFICTION -  All students: choose 1 
 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens - Sean Covey 
Imagine you had a roadmap—a step-by-step guide to help you get from where you are now, to where you want to 
be in the future. Your goals, your dreams, your plans…they are all within reach. You just need the tools to help 
you get there. That’s what Sean Covey’s landmark book has been to millions of teens: a handbook to self-esteem 
and success. Now updated for the digital age, this classic book applies the timeless principles of the 7 Habits to the 
tough issues and life-changing decisions teens face. 

 

The Teen’s Guide to World Domination - Josh Shipp 
Schools and relationships are not as simple as they were when you were a kid. Your teen has to respond to difficult 
situations almost everyday. Renowned Teen Mentor Josh Shipp is pulling together all of his sound advice for 
"world domination" into a must-have survival guide. Hilarious, inspirational, and sound, Josh offers teen 
tested/parent approved wisdom for everything that has teens freaking out. So, summon your inner hero and learn to 
dominate the seven "villains" that are keeping you from awesomeness. 

 
 
MULTICULTURAL FICTION & MEMOIR - Regular students choose 1; Honors students choose 2 
 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian - Sherman Alexie 
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez 
to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 229 pages 

 
The Unforgotten Coat - Frank Cottrell Boyce 

When two Mongolian brothers inexplicably appear one morning in Julie’s sixth grade class, no one, least of all 
Julie, knows what to do with them. But when Chingis, the older of the two brothers, proclaims Julie as their “Good 
Guide” – a nomadic tradition of welcoming strangers to a new land – Julie must somehow navigate them through 
soccer, school uniforms, and British slang. This moving and simply told story tugs at the heart—a unique story of 
immigration both fierce in its telling and magical in its characters. 112 pages 

 
Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America - Firoozeh Dumas 

Funny in Farsi chronicles the American journey of Dumas’s wonderfully engaging family: her engineer father, a 
sweetly quixotic dreamer who first sought riches on Bowling for Dollars and in Las Vegas, and later lost his job 
during the Iranian revolution; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered English (nor cared to); her uncle, who 
combated the effects of American fast food with an army of miraculous American weight-loss gadgets; and 
Firoozeh herself, who as a girl changed her name to Julie, and who encountered a second wave of culture shock 
when she met and married a Frenchman, becoming part of a one-couple melting pot. 240 pages 

 

Listen, Slowly - Thanhha Lai 

A California girl born and raised, Mai can’t wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, she has to travel to 
Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going back to find out what really happened to her husband during the 
Vietnam War. Mai’s parents think this trip will be a great opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more 
about her culture. But to Mai, Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to be. Besides barely speaking 
the language, she doesn’t know the geography, the local customs, or even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, 
Mai must find a balance between her two completely different worlds. 288 pages 

 
The Astonishing Color of After - Emily X.R. Pan 



After dealing with her mother’s suicide, Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet her 
maternal grandparents for the first time. There, she is determined to find her mother’s spirit in bird form. In her 
search, she winds up chasing after ghosts, uncovering family secrets, and forging a new relationship with her 
grandparents. 480 pages 

 
As Brave as You - Jason Reynolds 

Genie’s summer is full of surprises. The first is that he and his big brother, Ernie, are leaving Brooklyn for the 
very first time to spend the summer with their grandparents all the way in Virginia! The second surprise comes 
when Genie figures out that their grandfather is blind. Thunderstruck, Genie peppers Grandpop with questions 
about how he hides it so well. How does he match his clothes? Know where to walk? Cook with a gas stove? 
Genie thinks Grandpop must be the bravest guy he’s ever known, but he starts to notice that his grandfather never 
leaves the house. And when he finds the secret room that Grandpop is always disappearing into, he begins to 
wonder if his grandfather is really so brave after all. 432 pages 

 
The 57 Bus - Dashka Slater 

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school students from 
Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a 
white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in 
the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight 
minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and 
Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case garnered international attention, 
thrusting both teenagers into the spotlight. 320 pages 

 
Dear Martin - Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League—but none of that matters to the police officer who 
just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his 
former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, 
Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. 
Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is 
under attack. 224 pages 

 

The Final Four - Paul Volponi 
March Madness is in full swing, and there are only four teams let in the NCAA basketball championship. The 
heavily favored Michigan Spartans and the underdog Troy Trojans meet in the first game in the semifinals, and it's 
there that the fates of Malcolm, Roko, Crispin, and M.J. intertwine. As the last moments tick down on the game 
clock, you'll learn how each player went from being a kid who loves to shoot hoops to a powerful force in one of 
the most important games of the year. Which team will leave the Superdome victorious? In the end it will come 
down to who has the most skill, the most drive, and the most heart. 272 pages 

 

Piecing Me Together - Renee Watson 
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to take 
advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her 
friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But 
some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program 
for "at-risk" girls. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade 
wants to speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. 272 pages 
 

*All books are available through the Bergen County library system: https://www.bccls.org/, on Amazon, or at 
Barnes and Noble.  


